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OUT OF HOME PLACEMENTS IN 2007 
 

Do you ever wonder  how many children are in placement in Mesa County, with whom they are placed, or what age child 
is most likely in foster care?  Here are statistics from 2007 that can answer some of your questions. 
 
On any given day there were approximately 350 Mesa County children between the ages of 0—18 in placement due to 
custody having been given to the Department of Human Services.  Some of these children were placed due to abuse or 
neglect and some were beyond the control of their parents.  Approximately half of these children were under the age of 
10 and half were teens. Children can be placed with relatives or persons with a family like relationship (kinship care), 
with unrelated families (foster care), into larger, staffed homes operated by foster parents (group home care), or into 
higher level institutional care (Residential Treatment Centers).   
 
During 2007 Mesa County received custody of 199 children who were removed from their parents’ care.  Of these, 53% 
were ten years of age or younger and 47% were eleven years of age or older.  32% of those children were placed imme-
diately with kin, 24% were placed in Mesa County certified foster homes, 20% were placed into foster homes licensed by 
the four local private child placement agencies, 13% were placed into Mesa County sponsored group homes, and 11% 

were placed initially into treatment centers.   
 
The Mesa County placement resource team was able to locate local kinship pro-
viders for 128 children in 2007, and kin were located out of county or state for an 
additional 40 children.  This means that a good number of those foster and higher 
level placements eventually resulted in family level care with kin. 
 
In 2007 the Mesa County DHS resource team certified 14 new kinship providers 
and 15 new foster care providers.  We also prepared 22 new Mesa County kin who 
took legal custody of the children placed with them, and prepared another 8 Mesa 
County families for placement of children from other Colorado counties or other 
states.  This is a total of 59 new homes opened for placement by the  Mesa County 
Department of Human Services.   
 
So how did this all turn out?   
·  31 children were reunited with their parents following kinship placement. 

·  Due to the difficulty of extracting some levels of information form the state 
computer system, I cannot tell you how many children achieved reunification with 
parents following placement in foster care.  I do know that there were many chil-
dren and families reunited because of the care and support of their foster parents. 
·  22 children were adopted by their kin or had parental rights allocated to the kin. 

·  23 children were adopted by Mesa County certified foster care providers. 
 

More children will come into care this year.  More will need a place to stay and people to care about them while their par-
ents work on getting their lives together so they can once again parent those children.  Some will need permanency 
again this year through adoption.  They need families who can help them put the pieces back together again. 
 
Do you know someone who might be a good foster parent?  Please share your experiences with them, encourage them 
to give fostering a try.  They can call our foster care inquiry line at 970-248-2794. 
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 By: Scott Chausse 

 

When a child experi-
ences an event that they 
perceive as life threaten-
ing to themselves or an-
other, their body reacts 
with an adrenaline 
charge that mobilizes the 

body into the “fight or flight” mode.  If the child uses the 
survival energy to fight or run away from the danger, the 
action usually expels the energy from the body.  If the 
child cannot fight or run away, they freeze.  In the freeze 
mode, the body represses all of the adrenaline charge 
and emotion associated with the event.  Less dramatic 
forms of trauma such as neglect, verbal abuse, or grief, 
can also result in repressed feelings. Repressed feelings, 
whether from dramatic life threatening events, or from 
less dramatic experiences such as neglect, become an 
active force in the body that later drive behaviors, and 
symptoms such as anxiety and nightmares.  The re-
pressed feelings and energy remain in the body indefi-
nitely. Later in life the repressed energy charge and emo-
tions can be triggered by any event that reminds the child 
of the original event.  An example would be a teenager 
who experienced severe neglect during his first three 
years of life and felt that everything was out of control 
(not being fed regularly, not getting their diaper changed, 
not getting attention, etc.).  Their feelings in the present 
may be triggered by any situation that they cannot con-
trol.  Children become obsessed with control in order to 
avoid experiences that trigger the feelings of being help-
less and out of their control. When a teen doesn’t get 
their own way in some trivial matter, they may feel out of 
control, and explode with the suppressed rage of the ne-
glected two year old whose earlier life was always out of 
control. Parents dealing with a teen who has just ex-
ploded “like a two year old” should allow the teen to calm 
down before trying to talk rationally to them. At that mo-
ment the teen has the mentality and rage of the ne-
glected two-year old. Neglected children may later act out 
incessantly for negative attention if they do not get a 
steady dose of positive attention.  When a child is acting 
out in order to get attention, the parent can ask them if 
they would like some attention.  Holding a young child 
usually works best, especially if the child was a neglected 
baby who was deprived of touch.  Nurturing the child 
when they become emotional and feel out of control is 
more healing than responding to the surface behaviors by 
power struggling and giving negative attention.                                                                                 

� � � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � � � �
 � � � � ��
356-4640  

Foster & Kinship parents may access 
help after hours.  Call the pager for be-

havior consultation and assistance.   
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Please remember to schedule dental and medical ap-
pointments for children placed in your home in a timely 
manner, for example: 
 

·  INITIAL APPOINTMENTS: If a child is placed into 
your home that is new to the foster care system, 
schedule a dental and medical appointment for that 
child immediately.  Be sure to contact Kelli Clark 
(248-2718) with the initial appointment and any fol-
low up information. 

 

·  ONGOING APPOINTMENTS: Be sure to maintain a 
regular schedule of dental and medical appoint-
ments for each child placed in your home.  Are any 
of the children due for their medical or dental exams 
within the next three months?  SCHEDULE NOW 
TO GET IN ON TIME!  Many of the providers in the 
community that accept Medicaid are scheduling 
months out.  Be sure to contact Kelli Clark with the 
appointment and any follow up information. 

 

·  DO I SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT OR NOT?  
Even if you know or suspect that a child may not be 
in your home by the time the actual appointment 
date and time comes along, be sure to schedule 
them anyway.  This information can always be 
passed on to the appropriate person to ensure that 
the child is receiving regular medical and dental 
care. 

 

·  BILLING:  If you receive a bill for dental or medical 
service preformed on a child placed in your care, be 
sure to get a copy of the bill to KELLI CLARK as 
soon as possible.   

 

As always, if you have questions about appointment 
schedules, please feel free to contact Kelli Clark at 970-
248-2718. 

NEEDS BASED CARE TEST PILOT UPDATE 
 

We would like to thank you for partnering with us as we 
look for a better process for establishing Levels of 
Care.   
 

We would like to send a special thanks to the Mesa 
County Foster Parent Association, and Suzanne 
Cramer, who also partnered with us in this project. 
 

Through this process we have come to the decision 
that we will continue to use the Needs Based Care 
Instrument of which hopefully you are all becoming 
more and more familiar.  As we continue in this process 
we will begin to analyze the information we have 
collected thus far and continue to gather more 
information with continued use of the Instrument. 

 

We, again, thank you for your help 
in our efforts to improve the quality 
of services provided to the children 
and families of Mesa County. 



 

power struggling and giving negative attention.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

THANK YOU 
 

JENNY DAY  for the gift of sev-
eral items of new clothing, includ-
ing new winter jackets for foster 
children.  It is really wonderful that 
we have people like Ms. Day who 
support our children.   

The CYPEO is an auxiliary organization that takes on a 
monthly project.  In February they collected stuffed ani-
mals for foster children.  We want to thank them for all 
the cute fuzzies.  They will be given to children coming 
into care. 
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President: Shirley Pershall 
Treasurer: Bobbie Ashlock 

Food Bank: Dennis & Suzanne Cramer 
mcfpa@mail.com 
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Thursday, 3/27/08, 11:00—1:00  
591 25 Road, Units 36,37 & 38 
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See the sights. 

Enjoy the cuisine.   

Relax in the Italian countryside. 

May 15, 2008 

Set this date aside now.  You 
won’t want to miss this trip of 
a lifetime, free to all Mesa 
County certified foster and 
kinship providers,  and to kin-
ship providers with custody.   

 

 

Special accommodations 
for children (Kidzplex, 
pizza and drinks) are in-
cluded in this travel pack-
age, and all at no cost to 
you!  
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All certified foster and kin-
ship providers should have 
received surveys in the mail 
asking you to evaluate your 
experiences working with 
DHS this past year.  If you 
have not completed the sur-
vey, please consider doing 

so and returning it.  We really would like to get 
feedback from as many of you as possible.  If 
you did not get a survey, of if you have misplaced 
it, please contact Sheri Heath at 248-2777 so she 
can send one to you. 



 

Team News is published monthly by Mesa County Department 
of Human Services.  For information contact:   

Emily Witte, Placement Resource Supervisor 
phone: 970-248-2757 

email:  emily.witte@mesacounty.us 
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7.708.2 REQUIRMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION OF 
FAMILY FOSTER CARE HOMES 
 

7.708.21 Character , Suitability, and Qualifications of 
Family Foster  Parents [Rev. eff. 8/1/07] 
  
J. The financial resources of foster parents shall be ade-
quate to assure that the home where the care is provided 
is maintained in safe repair and in conformity with stan-
dards and that the requirements of these regulations can 
be fulfilled. 
 

K. A license or certificate shall not be granted for a family 
foster care home unless the applicant has demonstrated 
the ability to manage a household so that the licensing or 
certifying authority may determine that the applicant is 
able to acquire food, materials and other equipment as 
may be required for child care and to maintain records 
pertaining to foster children, including records required by 
statute or regulations.  
 

L. Each foster parent shall have a health assessment 
within one year prior to certification or within 30 calendar 
days after certification and thereafter as required, in writ-
ing, by a licensed health care professional. The reports of 
the medical examinations shall be dated and signed by 
the examining physician or nurse practitioner and shall be 
provided to the certifying authority. Reports shall include 
a statement of the evaluation of the person©s physical 
ability to care for foster children. 
 

If, in the opinion of the licensed health care professional 
or the assessment worker, an emotional or psychological 
condition exists which would have a negative impact on 
the care of foster children, the issuance of a license shall 
be conditioned upon the satisfactory report of a licensed 
mental health practitioner.  
 

M. Children of the foster home parents and any other per-
sons not placed by the agency and living in the family 
foster care home shall obtain a medical statement from a 
licensed health care professional verifying that each such 
person suffers from no illness or communicable disease 
which would adversely affect foster children in care. This 
statement shall be obtained annually or as required in 
writing by an approved health care professional. A li-
censed health care professional is defined as a physician, 
nurse practitioner, or a physician©s assistant. This state-
ment shall have been signed within the twelve-month pe-
riod preceding the original license or full certificate 
granted to the home.  
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I NTRODUCI NG. . .  
Bobbi Lindley-Loe 

By Laura Kinson 
 

During the end of January; the Ado-
lescent Ongoing Team welcomed a 
new member to the team.  Bobbie 
Lindley-Loe was hired as Senior 
Case Manager.  Bobbie had been 

working in the fill-ahead position assisting the Adolescent 
Team for a couple months prior to her recent position.  
Bobbie brings with her a wealth of experience in child 
development and child welfare; she worked as a licensed 
child care provider for seventeen years prior to entering 
the child welfare field.  Prior to her position with Mesa 
County; she worked as the supervisor for the child wel-
fare, adult protection and LEAP programs in Costilla 
County.  Her experience will be an asset to the agency 
and the families.  Welcome Bobbie! 
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CPR/First Aid Classes  
 

Location: Community Services Bldg,  
510 29 1/2 Rd., GJ         Room 1060 (training room) 

Instructor: Bobby Clymer     Time: 5:30—10:30 p.m. 
 

Schedule 
   

March 31, 2008     May 26, 2008 
April 28, 2008        June 30, 2008 

  

The cost of this class is fully reimbursed to DHS foster/ kinship 
providers and applicants.  All other classes receive partial reim-
bursement only. 

 

RSVP to Bobby Clymer at 257-9080 
 

Stay Healthy and Alive 
Meth Lab Recognition and Personal Safety 

 

March 10th, 2008 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Grand Vista Hotel       2790 Crossroads Blvd., Gr. Jct. 

Class code: SHAA031008NW 
Free to all Mesa County certified foster and kin homes. 

 

Understand the effect methamphetamine has on all of us; 
from identifying and understanding a user, to recognizing 
the signs of a meth lab, to how to take appropriate steps 

to protect yourself and your family.   
This training is eligible for 8 continuing training hours. 

Breakfast and lunch are provided. 
To register online: www.cocwtraining.com  

No internet access?   
Call: 303-871-4435 or 303-556-5205.   

 

Support Group 
For Foster, Kinship, and Adoptive Families 

 

Kidzplex    March 20th, 2008    5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
Free child care provided.  

Facilitator: Kim Cannedy  
  

See information in the MCFPA section of this newsletter. 
 

Mental Health & Medications 
For Children in Placement 

 

April 3rd & 4th, 2008 
Holiday Inn of Grand Junction 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Class code: MHMF040308SW 

Free to all Mesa County certified foster and kin homes. 
 

Learn about the most common health diagnoses of chil-
dren, including: Attention Deficit Disorder (ADHD), Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), & Bi-Polar Disorder. 

 

This training is eligible for 14 continuing training hours. 
Register online: www.cocwtraining.com  

No internet access?   
Call: 303-871-4435 or 303-556-5205.   

 
Please do not sign up unless you truly plan to attend.   
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The Child Protection Ongoing Team is comprised of seven 
case managers (Kari Kunes, Venica Padilla, Michael 
McGonegal, Renee Jeffers, Debra Mapp, Jonathan Scharf, 
and Gail Adix) and are supervised by Mary Lou Peterson.  
Combined they have 87 years of child welfare experience!   
 

When child welfare cases extend beyond 60 days and in-
volve children under the age of 11, the cases are trans-
ferred to the Child Protection Ongoing Team.  Upon receiv-
ing cases from the Child Protection Intake Team it is the 
responsibility of the Child Protection Case Manager to es-
tablish rapport with the family, develop a treatment plan, 
collaborate with treatment providers, monitor child safety 
and report to the court. 
 

Case Managers make recommendations to the court after 
receiving reports from all treatment team members, includ-
ing foster parents.  They act as a central point for receiving 
information, synthesizing it and making recommendations 
to the court.  In most cases the primary permanency goal is 
return to a parent, then placement with a relative and finally 
adoption with a non-relative.   
 

It is the expectation of the supervisor of the team that all 
phone calls made to case managers are returned within 2 
business days and if this doesn’t happen you can contact 
Mary Lou. 
 

The Child Protection Ongoing Team see foster and kin pro-
viders as valuable members of the treatment team, which 
includes involvement in treatment team meetings and staff-
ings as well as monthly face to fact contact.   
 

The team shares with you a concern when children leave 
foster care and hope their lives are successful and happy.  
They “have seen the difference good foster parents have 
made in children’s lives and recognize and respect the 
depth of emotional involvement of foster parents who care 
for the children full time.”  They feel that there is not 
enough money to pay what you’re worth! 

Tutoring  
We are very fortunate to have a 
school teacher in our valley who 
would like to share her skills with 
foster/kinship children.   
 

If you are caring for a child who 
could use some help catching up, PLEASE give me a 
call at 248-2757.  I will need to know the name and age 
of the child as well as the academic subjects you feel the 
child  needs support or help in.  I will do my best to match 
together the first group from the list I get so that they are 
working on once particular skill such as reading, math, 
grammar, etc.   
 

Hurry, don’t wait.  I have my list ready to take your infor-



 

 

MESA COUNTY  
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

CHILD WELFARE DIVISION 
 

DIRECTOR: Len Stewart 
 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR: Tracey Garcher …..248-2810 
 

DIVISION DIRECTOR: Treva Houck …..248-2889 

CHILD PROTECTION INTAKE  
Sup: Greg Meier…..248-2741 
Chris Kanaly……….248-2767 
Gwen Brown……….248-2771 
Joe Jueschke……...248-2852 
Kathy Marsh……….256-2425 
Kelly Stortz………...256-2404 
Michelle Cooley…...248-2798 
Shannon Hoffman...248-2835 
Lysa ErkenBrack….248-7596 
 

CHILD PROTECTION ONGOING 
Sup: Mary Lou Peterson...248-2874 
Debra Mapp……………….248-2875 
Kari Kunes………………...248-2859 
Renee Jeffers……………..248-2869 
Jonathan Scharf…………..248-2744 
Gail A. Adix………………..248-2726 
Michael McGonegal………248-2882 
Venica Padilla…………….248-2805 
 
PERMANENCY CARE 
Sup: Dena Neujahr...248-2818 
Mary Malloy………...256-2421 
Terri Carlson………..248-2824 
Lori Rienstra………..248-2844 
April Sandal………….683-2609 
Joyce Anderson…….248-2822 
Barbara Lindley……..683-2607 
 

ADOLESCENT INTAKE 
Sup: Jill Calvert…...256-2447 
Erica Anderson..….248-2833 
Melissa Lytle……...256-2426 
Sonda Dalton……..248-2815 
Shanea Nehmer….248-2739 
Lisa Burnett... ….. ..248-2846 
Kelly Britton………..248-2819 
Beth Sandlin……….683-2647 
Lesley Penoyer…...248-2758 
 
ADOLESCENT ONGOING 
Sup:  Mark Neujahr….256-2403 
Andrea Miklos………..248-2750 
Dulcie Newland……...248-2853 
Joe Kellerby………....248-2856 
Melissa Posta………..248-2740 
Bridgett Gutierrez…….248-2809 
Lindsey Gillespie…….256-2419 
Valerie Ortiz……...…..248-2737 
Alex Luevano…………248-2868 
 

PARENTING  
PROGRAM  
& SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
Sup: Deb Eisemann...256-2412 
Beverly G. Cormier….256-2411 
Holly Cooper………...256-2401 
Julie McCormick…....248-2773 
Lisa Whalin…………..256-2422 
Spencer Hoffman…...256-2406 
Susan Swift………….256-2416 
Rocky Martellaro…...256-2430 

RESOURCE TEAM 
Sup: Emily Witte….....248-2757 
Connie Mercer…….…257-2211 
Joni Bedell……….…..248-2742 
Meghan Ventling…....256-2444 
Sybil Gray………….…248-2838 
Adriana Gardiner…….248-2743 
Laura Kinson……...…683-2637 
Amber Pommarane… 248-2877 
Nicci Surad…………...248-2738 
 
FAMILY THERAPY/DAY TREATMENT 
Sup: Gary Miller…….256-2407 
Kay Maraschin……...256-2409 
Kathy Buxton………..256-2408 
Kimberly Rottman…...683-2616 
Rachel McGonagal….683-2615 
Amber Clayton………248-2801 
Kevin Wight………….683-2610 
Jana Thomas………..683-2643 
Rickelle Hicks………..683-2604 
Jamie Lloyd………….256-2402 
Lori Hammond……….256-2414 
Linda Walters………..256-2449 
Dale Harris………….. 
 
CHILD WELFARE SUPPORT  
Sup: Ann Rosales………….683-2645 
Mac Beman……………….. 248-2825 
Kelli Clark ………………….248-2718 
Mary Ferguson…………….248-2748 
Janean Barva..…………….248-2807 
Betty Corona…..…………..256-2478 
 

ACCOUNTING 
Sup: Barbara Golden…..248-2710 Bill Hinkle………………...248-2714 
Bambi Hughes………….248-2713 Janet Drummond………..248-2817 
Shauna Wilson………….248-2701 Mindy Bradfield………….248-2820 
Nancy Bertroch…………248-2730 Rose Ann Stoltenberg….248-2716 

FAMILY TO FAMILY COORDINATOR  
Danette Kyle…..248-2870 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 
Sup: Andrew Martsolf……...256-2434 
Sheri Heath………………...248-2777 

ECP/211 INFOLINE 
Director: Lynn Meek..…...256-2432 
Sup: Dani Corbin………..256-2450 
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