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EVERY CHILD NEEDS A FAMILY  
 
For nearly all of us, who we are is directly related to how we were raised.  As children we learn values, morals, and skills 
that cause us to embrace later religious beliefs, seek particular employment directions, determine how we will work with 
others and treat fellow human beings or our planet as a whole, the kind of person we will look for as a spouse and the 
way we raise our children.  Much of who we are directly relates to who raised us.  Children in foster care desperately 
need that role modeling that parents give to children.  For most children in foster care those role models are biological 
parents to whom they are able to return, kinship or family who will raise them, or adoptive parents.  Did you know, how-
ever, that in Mesa County there are children free for adoption who very much need that permanent parent?  They cannot 
return home, so are waiting for parents to give them that guidance and direction that all children need to grow up under-
standing how to successfully function in our world.   
 
In this newsletter and in future newsletters, we will feature waiting children.  We will be sharing this information with fos-
ter parents, county employees, and churches in our community.  You may or may not be the family for a child that you 
see featured here, but even if you are not able to be a parent to one of these children, you may know someone who you 
feel would be a good match.  You may be able to make a brighter future for one of these children by helping them find a 
family.  Here is our first waiting child’s profile. 
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Jonathon is a 7-year-old boy. He has been in foster care for nearly 3 years. He is legally 
free for adoption.  Jonathon is full of energy. Jonathon is outgoing and personable. Jona-
thon can be very sweet and affectionate. Jonathon is eager to please the adults in his life. 
Jonathon enjoys  math and science at school. Jonathon currently has special education 
needs. He responds well to positive reinforcement.  
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Jonathon can have problems with impulse control. He can be bossy and likes very much to control his environment. He 
has a hard time with change. He responds well to a consistent routine. He has been aggressive with his foster mother in 
the past. He does not like time out and will often stop his misbehavior to avoid being in time out. He struggles with read-
ing/ spelling in school. Jonathon will need ongoing therapy after placement. 
�
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Jonathon tends to respond well to adults. There are times where he will push limits to test the boundaries the adults in 
his life have set for him. Jonathon gets along with his peers but can become easily frustrated with them. He likes to be in 
charge and can be demanding when a peer does not do what he wants to do. He is working on this and has made great 
strides. Jonathon likes to be around and interacts well with older children. 
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Jonathon enjoys playing outside, swimming, playing with cars, trucks and motorcycles. He enjoys playing with his Trans-
formers! 
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 By: Scott Chausse 

Children during their early developmental stages have 
physical and emotional needs that are responded to by 
caring responsive parents.  Children whose parents are 
pre-occupied with their own problems, addicted to sub-
stances, or simply don’t care enough about their children, 
do not consistently get their needs met by their parents.  
The results of this neglect causes children to have low 
self-esteem, desire for attention, negative perceptions of 
the world meeting their needs, feelings of powerlessness, 
trust issues, feelings of unpredictability and instability, 
and in some cases the inability to persevere if life pre-
sents obstacles to them. These children may learn to find 
alternative methods to get their needs met through ma-
nipulation, aggression, lying, stealing, acting out, etc. be-
cause the direct method of getting their needs met was 
generally not successful.  Interventions for neglect in-
clude: 

·  One-on-one attention.  
Developing a personal re-
lationship and heart con-
nection with the child is the 
foundation for all personal 
healing that will follow 

·  Creating communica-
tion methods to assist the child in expressing their needs 

·  Holding and rocking (young children), appropriate 
physical contact and touch 

·  Consistently responding with support, patience, and 
nurturing when a child becomes emotionally dis-regulated 

·  B u i l d  s e l f - e s t e e m /
empowerment through praise, 
and successes in school, sports,  
relationships, developing their 
skills and talents, responsibilities 
around the home 

·  Develop trust and stability by 
always being consistent, predict-
able, structured 

·  Disengage from power struggles and manipulation 

Use positive communication at least 5 times more often 
than negative 

Team News is published monthly by Mesa County Department of 
Human Services.  For information contact:   

Emily Witte, Placement Resource Supervisor 
phone: 970-248-2757 

email:  emily.witte@mesacounty.us 
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CPR/FIRST AID  
 

Location: Community Services Bldg,  
510 29 1/2 Rd.          5:30—10:30 p.m. 

  

Schedule 
July 28, 2008 

August 25, 2008         September 29, 2008 
  

RSVP to Bobby Clymer at 257-9080 
 
 

The cost of this class is reimbursed to DHS foster/ kinship provid-
ers and applicants.   

 

Fostering Reunification: Using Ice-
breaker Meetings to Create a Parenting 

Partnership 
 

August 5, 2008     8:30—12:00 a.m. 
Grand Vista Hotel 

Grand Junction, CO 
Must register by August 1, 2008.   

A registration form is included in this newsletter for your 
convenience.  Fax registration to Jill Jordan at 303-866-

4629 or give the registration form to your PRM to fax in for 
you. 
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7.708.24 Foster  Home Maintenance 
 

A. The family foster care home shall be kept in good repair and 
maintained in a safe, clean, and sanitary condition.  

 

B. All areas of the family foster care home available to foster 
children's activities including equipment, materials and furnish-
ings shall be of sturdy, safe construction, easy to clean, and free 
of hazards, such as sharp points or corners, splinters, protruding 
nails, broken play and recreational equipment, or paint that con-
tains lead or other poisonous materials and might be dangerous 
to the life or health of foster children.  
 

C. All areas of the family foster care home shall be kept free 
from accumulation of significant amounts of non-essential mate-
rials such as furnishings, newspapers, or magazines that could 
pose a fire or health hazard.  
 

D. Provision shall be made for collection, storage, and disposal 
of trash to prevent infestation by rodents.  
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�256-4640  
Call for after hours behavior consultation.   
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President: Shirley Pershall 
Treasurer: Bobbie Ashlock 

Food Bank & Activities: Dennis & Suzanne Cramer 
mcfpa@mail.com 

   tmcfpa.ning.com. 
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Jill Calvert is the supervisor for 
the Adolescent Intake Team.  
She has been with the agency 
for 16 years in a variety of roles 
and has been supervising this 
team for the past six years. 

Melissa Lytle is the lead worker 
and has been with the team for the past 5-½ years.  Also 
part of the team are Erica Anderson, Beth Sandlin, Lisa 
Burnett and Chad Kaneakua.  Erica will be leaving the 
team soon to move into her new role as Community 
Liasison and will be working on building relationships with 
mandatory reporters for child abuse within the community.  
The adolescent intake team is sad to lose her, but excited 
for her new opportunity.   

This team serves youth from three different groups; ado-
lescents who are beyond the control of their parent, ado-
lescents who are victims of abuse or neglect and those 
who are court ordered into our system through the delin-
quency system. 

This team is unique in that they spend a large majority of 
their time in the community, partnering with other agen-
cies.  They truly do incorporate the idea of partnerships on 
a daily basis.  They are located at The Opportunity Center, 
located at 1105 Colorado, but will soon be moving back to 
the Community Services Building.   

The team wants to recognize the group home providers for 
the work they do caring for teens with a variety of behav-
iors and personalities.  They also feel like many of the 
child-specific placements have been successful, but also 
feel that there is a need for additional placement re-
sources for teens in our community.   
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Christina Lopez  

By Nicci Surad 
 

Please help me welcome Christina Lopez as a Certified 
Kinship Provider.  Christina has become certified to be a 
placement provider for her grandson who currently lives in 
California.  Christina has shown that she is very patient 
throughout this process, which will come in handy when 
parenting her 17-year-old grandson!  Christina is retired 
and is excited to be able to devote her time to helping her 
grandson finish high school and get a part-time job.  We 
are happy to have her join the Foster Care Team!  Wel-
come, Christina!  
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2#� Fearful children can be helped by holding, time-ins, 
give the child time to sit quietly by himself, and by pro-
viding extra support.�

$#� It is important to help an angry child identify his feel-
ings.  It is best to give an angry child some space be-
fore trying to discuss the cause of the anger.  Safety 
must always be considered, however.�

" #� The best way to help a child who feels powerless is to 
help him develop a sense of power or control over 
issues that affect his life.  Give the child choices.  A 
year from now it won’t matter whether he wore the 
shirt you wanted him to wear or the one he liked best.  
Actually, maybe it will.  His having the opportunity to 
make decisions may result in an emotionally healthier 
child in the future.  Help the child develop his talents 
so he can be successful in his world.  Set the child up 
for success.�

3#� You can support a sad child by helping him identify his 
feelings, allowing the child to talk about how they feel, 
allowing them to cry, and then being nurturing and 
supportive of the child.�
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1. Trampoline rules must be agreed upon by the provider 
and the placement resource manager. 

2. If safety problems are not resolved, the certificate for 
the home must be denied, suspended, revoked or 
made probationary. 

3. The Jones family cannot be certified because there is 
no fire protection district available to serve them. 

4. Mr. Jones’ workshop must be inspected by the place-
ment resource manager.   
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1. The activity that was sponsored by the association in 
June was ice skating. Hope you attended! 

2. The MCFPA support group meets at Kidz Plex.  
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1. You should always notify Kelli Clark when you make a 
medical appointment to let her know for when it is 
scheduled, and then again after the appointment to let 
her know the outcome. 
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1. If you fail to maintain your certificate and payment is 
continued while you complete it, the tax payers of 
Mesa County will be covering the payment.   

2. If you don’t maintain your requirements for re-
certification, the computer system may close your 
home.  We then have no way of paying you, since all 
payment is computer generated.  Please, get those 
renewal forms back to us promptly.  They are impor-
tant documents. 
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How Are The Children? 
What are the signs of child abuse or neglect? 

When and now should you report suspected child abuse 
or neglect? 

What happens after you make a report? 
 

For answers to these and other questions; you are invited 
to attend a free workshop: 
Thursday, June 26, 2008 

5:30—7:00 p.m. 
Mesa County Old Courthouse—Multi Purpose Room 

544 Rood Ave.   
To reserve your spot, call 244-1885. 

 
 

 
Child Safety Seat Fitting & Education Station 

 
Did you know that 90% of car seats are misused? 

 
Learn what type of safety seat or seat belt fits your child best. 
How to properly install your child’s safety seat into your car. 

How to secure your child in the safety seat or seat belt. 
 

Friday, July 18, 2008’ 
Friday, August 22, 2008 

September 19, 2008 
 

Time:  10;00 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Location:  Mesa County Health  

Department 
510 29 1/2 Road 

(parking lot of our building) 
Call 254-4112 for more information 

 
 

Online Ongoing Video Training 
http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/ca/fosterparents/onGoingVd.asp 

 
Behavior Challenges in Foster Care  

with Gary Benton (59  minutes) 
 

Behavior Management ages 11—18  
(2 hrs. 27 minutes) 

 
Brain Development & Nurturing Children’s Growing Minds 

With Victoria Tennant (5 hrs. 20 minutes) 
 

Clinical Issues for the Relative Caregiver 
With Dr. Joseph Crumbley (2 hrs. 4 minutes) 

 
 

If you complete the evaluation form and send it to  
zoca300@dhsh.wa.gov, they will send you a certificate of 

course completion. 



 

 

MESA COUNTY  
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

CHILD WELFARE DIVISION 
 

DIRECTOR: Len Stewart 
 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR: Tracey Garcher …..248-2810 
 

DIVISION DIRECTOR: Treva Houck …..248-2889 

CHILD PROTECTION INTAKE  
Sup: Greg Meier…………...248-2741 
Chris Kanaly………………..248-2767 
Gwen Brown………………..248-2771 
Joe Jueschke………………248-2852 
Kathy Marsh………………..256-2425 
Kelly Stortz…………………256-2404 
Michelle Cooley……………248-2798 
Shannon Hoffman…………248-2835 
Lysa ErkenBrack……….….248-7596 
 

CHILD PROTECTION ONGOING 
Sup: Mary Lou Peterson….248-2874 
Debra Mapp…………….….248-2875 
Kari Kunes………….……....248-2859 
Renee Jeffers……………...248-2869 
Jonathan Scharf…………...248-2744 
Gail A. Adix………………...248-2726 
Michael McGonegal……….248-2882 
Venica Padilla……………...248-2805 
 
PERMANENCY CARE 
Sup: Dena Neujahr………..248-2818 
Mary Malloy………………...256-2421 
Terri Carlson……………….248-2824 
Lori Rienstra……………….248-2844 
April Sandal………………...683-2609 
Joyce Anderson…………...248-2822 
Jessica Hauschulz..............256-2413 

ADOLESCENT INTAKE 
Sup: Jill Calvert…………......256-2447 
Erica Anderson..…………….248-2833 
Melissa Lytle………………...256-2426 
Shanea Nehmer…………….248-2739 
Lisa Burnett... ….. ………….248-2846 
Kelly Britton………………….248-2819 
Beth Sandlin…………………683-2647 
Lesley Penoyer……………..248-2758 
Chad Kaneakua…………….248-2815 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADOLESCENT ONGOING 
Sup:  Mark Neujahr………....256-2403 
Andrea Miklos……………….248-2750 
Dulcie Newland……………..248-2853 
Melissa Posta……………….248-2740 
Lindsey Gillespie……………256-2419 
Alex Luevano………………..248-2868 
Barbara Lindley……………..683-2607 
Karen Sightler……………….248-2809 
Kelli Copenhefer…………....348-2737 
 
PARENTING PROGRAM &  
SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
Sup: Deb Eisemann………...256-2412 
Beverly G. Cormier…………256-2411 
Holly Cooper………………...256-2401 
Julie McCormick…...............248-2773 
Lisa Whalin…………………..256-2422 
Spencer Hoffman…………...256-2406 
Susan Swift………………….256-2416 
Rocky Martellaro……………256-2430 
 
CHILD WELFARE SUPPORT  
Sup: Ann Rosales…………..683-2645 
Mac Beman………………… 248-2825 
Kelli Clark …………………...248-2718 
Mary Ferguson……………...248-2748 
Janean Barva..……………...248-2807 
Betty Corona…..…………….256-2478 

RESOURCE TEAM 
Sup: Emily Witte…………......248-2757 
Connie Mercer……………..…257-2211 
Joni Bedell……….…………...248-2742 
Meghan Ventling…................256-2444 
Adriana Gardiner……………..248-2743 
Laura Kinson……...………….683-2637 
Amber Pommarane… ………248-2877 
Nicci Surad…………………...248-2738 
 
FAMILY THERAPY/DAY TREATMENT 
Sup: Gary Miller……………...256-2407 
Kay Maraschin………………..256-2409 
Kathy Buxton…………………256-2408 
Kimberly Rottman……………683-2616 
Rachel McGonagal…………..683-2615 
Amber Clayton………………..248-2801 
Kevin Wight…………………...683-2610 
Jana Thomas…………………683-2643 
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